
NATHAN THORSTEINSON, PRINCIPAL DECEMBER 7, 2020

The Vinal Voice 
 

Calendar 
12/11 First day of Hanukkah  
12/11 Report cards available in Aspen  
12/14 Spirit Week  
12/24 - 1/4  Winter break  
 

From the Principal:
We are looking forward to Spirit Week next week! Every class discussed 
various options with their class representatives and then the Vinal Student 
Government selected the days below. In past years, Vinal students have 
donated items to various local charities. This year, the Vinal Student 
Government is asking students to contribute a donation on Monday’s Hay Day 
and Friday’s Pajama Day.  These donations will go to Boston’s Cradle to 
Crayons program to benefit low-income and homeless students in 
Massachusetts.  A donation is not necessary to participate in Spirit Week, but 
much appreciated.

Monday, 12/14: Funny Hat Day. Wear your favorite or one that will make 
someone smile.
Tuesday 12/15: Sports Day. Dress up in your favorite team’s gear.
Thursday 12/17: Snowflake Day. Dress in a way to represent a winter holiday 
or winter in general.
Friday 12/18: Dollar Pajama Day. Wear your PJs to school.
 
Also, please continue to monitor your child(ren) and complete the Covid-Pass 
daily. The cut-off times for the Covid-pass are 8:55AM for the morning cohort 
and 12:45PM for the afternoon cohort. If you complete the pass after the 
cut-off time you will receive the automated message to remind you.  Thank 
you for all of your efforts to keep us in school.

If you experience technology issues with Google Meets, Schoology or a borrowed device, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org

Reminders from Nurse Kristen:  
Flu shot documentation (even remote 
students) must be submitted to me by 
12/23/20.  
Close contact with a positive individual is 
defined if you have spent more than 15 
minutes within 6 feet with a mask or no 
mask with that positive individual within the 
last two days prior to the onset of their 
symptoms or positive test. If you are told you 
are a close contact, please contact me and we 
can go over the plan necessary for returning 
to school. Additionally, all testing for 
symptoms, close contact, and travel must be 
in the form of a PCR test to return to school. 
If you have any questions, please reach out at 
any time.  

From the Library:  
All students can search the Vinal 

Library catalog and request books to be 
delivered to students in their classroom. 
Check it out on Ms. Howard’s website: 

Library Link

In partnership with the PTO, Vinal School will once again be collecting new, 
unwrapped toys for Christmas in the City, a Boston charity that helps local area 
children and families experiencing poverty and homelessness.  We’ll have 
large boxes outside and in the school lobby, where toy donations will be 
collected.  All donations will be picked up from Vinal on Thursday, December 
10th and will find a great home!
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Vinal PTO News

The Celebration Book Program 
allows you to help keep the Vinal 

School Library current and celebrate 
a special day in your child’s life.  Books 

are typically donated for birthdays, 
new siblings, memory of a loved one 

or a special family occasion. 

Learn more at the Celebration Book 
Order Form or contact Lauren McNeil 

at lamcneil14@gmail.com with any 
questions. 

PTO Annual Appeal 
Please remember to donate to the annual appeal. You can send a check into school with your child or 

donate here: DONATE

Sending holiday cards? 

Minted Fundraising Program - www.minted.com 

You save 20% 
Vinal PTO receives 15% 

Use code FUNDRAISEWGVES to support William 
Gould Vinal Elementary School 

Easy Ways to Support the Vinal PTO in a few minutes!

If you are not already signed up for Stop&Shop A+ Rewards Program or Amazon Smiles please take a few

minutes and sign up! As we shop more during the holidays, these rewards really add up for the school!


STOP & SHOP A+ SCHOOL REWARDS PROGRAMS
If you shop at Stop&Shop, click on ‘savings and rewards’ at www.stopandshop.com to register your rewards card. 
Simply select Vinal School as your school of choice in the A+ Rewards to earn cash for Vinal. If you have registered 
your card in the past, re-registration is not necessary. Note: Enrolling your card in the A+ program does not impact 
gas points or any other rewards programs. 

AMAZONSMILE
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice when you 
shop at smile.amazon.com. To sign up, go to https://smile.amazon.com, login with your normal amazon account and 
designate Vinal School as your charity of choice. Your account info and features stay the same and there are no 
costs to join this program. The trick is that once you have signed up, instead of starting your online shopping 
at amazon.com, go to smile.amazon.com.

Attention 5th Grade Parents: We are looking for volunteers for the 5th Grade Book Bee to assist as scorekeepers, 
spotters and timers!   The first round will be held virtually during library specials times on the following days/times: 

Tuesday, Dec. 8:  
11:00-11:30 - Mrs. Fitzgerald/Ms. Peckham's afternoon cohort | 2:45- 3:15 - Mrs. Fitzgerald's/Ms. Peckham's morning 
cohort 

Thursday, Dec. 10: 
11:00-11:30 -Mrs. Abbott/Mrs. Story's afternoon cohort | 2:45-3:15- Mrs. Abbott/Mrs. Story's morning cohort 
 
There will be two more rounds, one in the winter and one in the spring, with dates/times TBD. Please email Shana 
Hallman at shana.hallman@yahoo.com if you have any questions or would like to volunteer! 
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Message regarding the annual stuffed animal drive: 

Thank You all so much for your overwhelming past support in donating gently 

used stuffed animals. I’ve been part of this for 21 years & it’s been Amazing. Your 

generosity has made so many children happy. With the pandemic this year tho 

there will be no party for the families living in Boston Shelters. If you’re able to 

hold onto the 🧸 until next year that would be AWESOME! In the meantime 

Christmas in the City will be making individual gift bags for the children. Anyone 

who would like to make a donation can go to this link: 

 http://christmasinthecity.org/d%C3%B3nate/ by December 11, 2020. 
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Norwell Education Foundation 
PO Box 711 • Norwell, MA 02061

www.norwelledfound.org • info@norwelledfound.org

The Norwell Education Foundation (NEF) wants to know about the ROCKSTARS in your life! Is there a teacher, 
administrator, nurse, secretary, custodian, or other school-based staff member that makes a meaningful difference 
in the life of your child?  With the ROCKSTAR program, parents and other community members can make a 
donation to the NEF on behalf of the staff member they would like to recognize and thank. A ROCKSTAR 
recognition letter with your personal message and a balloon bouquet will be hand-delivered to the ROCKSTAR 
educator by a member of the Norwell Education Foundation.

Your donation will directly impact students in the Norwell Public Schools by funding teacher-written grants that pilot 
new technologies and diversified learning environments. Some Recently funded grants include licenses for Kahoot 
and Padlet, online learning platforms that support remote learning; digital cameras, which can project what the 
teacher is seeing and doing in a remote-learning format; and DigiBlocks, which are math manipulatives that help 
elementary students understand the Base 10 Number System.  With your support of the ROCKSTAR program, you 
can not only recognize an amazing teacher in your own student’s life, but help to foster academic excellence for all 
Norwell students. 

To recognize and donate, please click on the link above or visit our new website at www.norwelledfound.org.  

Norwell Recreation is continuing to provide safe, educational and 
creative programs for all ages in the Norwell community and 
beyond.  Many programs are open to non-residents, so spread the 
word.  Whether you like science or arts, there are programs for your 
children to join in on.  There will be no “afterschool” programs on 

the school sites, but we do have some at the town office building, as 
well as many new programs online. 
 
Please check out our brochure that was recently sent (bright blue) or go onto the Norwell 
Recreation website and take a look.  Registrations begin online Dec 9 at 10am and walkins/
mailins available starting Dec 16, provided there are openings in programs you want.  
Happy Holidays to you all and please stay safe.  Don’t Hes-i-tate to REC-reate with Norwell 
Recreation 
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